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SENT DEPARTMENT POLTO 2702; REPEATED INFORMATION LONDON POLTO 
728, BONN POLTO 460, MOSCOW POLTO 1^8, BERLIN POLTO 59,, 

NAC ME ETING ( PRIVATE) MARCH 18 - GERMANY 

BEG I N SUMMARY 

FRENCH' CIRCULATED REPORT OF PROGRESS OF WORKING GROUP ALONG 
LILIES SUMMARIZED PARIS 3^12 (TEXT REPORT BEING POUCHED REGISTRY 
NUMBER 5^9213). PRELIMINARY DISCUSSION CENTERED ON PORTION 
OF REPORT DEALING WITH REPLY TO SOVIET MARCH 2 N0TE o 
SPECIAjL NAC MEETING CALLED FOR AFTERNOON MARCH 19 TO DISCUSS 
REMAINDER OF REPORT. SPAAK'S SUMMARY OF CONCENSUS NAC 
DISCUSSION WAS AS FOLLOWS s 

(1) PARTICIPATION GERMAN ADVlSORSj BEST TO ASSUME IN REPLY 
THAT SOVIETS AGREE WITH WESTERN PROPOSALS. 

(2) POLISH AND CZECH PARTICIPATION: REPLY SHOULD BE WORDED 
TO PERMIT THEIR PARTICIPATION IN SOME FORM BUT SHOULD ALLOW 
WEST TO INSIST THEY HAVE NO RPT NOT RIGHT PARTICIPATE 
DISCUSSIONS REGARDING BERLIN. 
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(3) AGENDA; FORMULATION IN REPLY SHOULD NOT RfT NOT BE 
SO FAR FROM RUSSIAN BUT SHOULD ALLOW WEST TO BRING UP 
OBJECTS IT WISHES. 

Si i ■■ 

3 (11) SUMMIT CONFERENCE: SEVERAL THOUGHT REPLY SHOULD BE h'- 

J.ONG. LINES OF AGREEING TO SUMMIT UNLESS PRIOR FOREIGN MINISTERS' 
INFERENCE INDICATES CLEARLY SUMMIT WOULD BE USELESS. END *Vi 
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-2- polto 2702, march 18, 9 pm, prom paris 

council adjourned for 15 minutes to study working group 
report circulated by french permrep who emphasized importance 
'•preserving secrecy and noted report not rpt not a document 
Approved by four governments, also noted next wg report 
^/ould normally be next wednesday but would expect to circulate 
praft reply if ready before then. spaak suggested discussion 
..be organized around k points of importance to be included 

,. IN .REPLY Aa ; FOLLOWS:' j 

( 1 ) PART I CI PAT I ON GERMAN ADV I SORS : SPAAK THOUGHT FORMULA 
SUGGESTED IN REPORT. OF ASSUMJNG SOVIETS AGREE WITH WESTERN 
PROPOSALS A GOOD ONE. WHETHER OR NOT ASSUMPTION CORRECT, 
WOULD FORCE* SOVIETS TO TAKE. POS IT ION AND WOULD AVOID DANGER 
OF WEST APPEARING TO MOVE TOWARD SOVIET POSITION REQUIRING 
RECOGNITION GDR. UNITED STATES NOTED AS STRAW IN WIND SHOWING 
RUSSIAN ATTITUDE THAT WHEN WESTERN AMBASSADORS RECEIVED 
SOVIET MARCH 2 NOTE AND ASKED GROMYKO WHAT WAS MEANT 
BY PASSAGE REGARDING G'ERMAN. ADVISORS, GROMYKO HAD REPLIED 
THAT IT MEANT SAME AS WEST DID. 



(2) PARTICIPATION CZECHS AND POLES: SPAAK, SUPPORTED BY 
NORWAY, DUTCH, ITALY AND UNITED KINGDOM PERMREP, ALL 
SPEAKING PERSONALLY, POINTED OUT CZECHS AND POLES SHOULD NOT 
RPT NOT BE ALLOWED PARTICIPATE DISCUSSION REGARDING BERLIN 
SINCE LEGAL BASIS WESTERN PRESENCE THERE WOULD BE UNDERMINED 
IF THEY DID. NORWAY THOUGHT NEGOTIATIONS SHOULD NOT RPT NOT 
BE ALLOWED TO BREAK DOWN OVER. CZECH AND POLISH PARTICIPATION. 
ITALY FELT FUNDAMENTAL QUESTION WAS WHETHER OR NOT WEST 
ACCEPTED IDEA" OF PARITY IN DISCUSSIONS WITH SOVIETS. 
GREECE SAID QUESTION POLISH AND CZECH PARTI C I FAT ION BORE 
NO RPT NO QUESTION RECOGNITION GDR. THEN READ MEMORANDUM STRESS- 
ING IMPORTANCE OF WEST CONTINUING TO EMPHASIZE RIGHT OF PEOPLES 
UNDER SOVIET DOMINATION TO GAIN FREEDOM. LIKED BELGIAN 
SUGGESTION OF REFERENDUMM IN EAST GERMANY. WEST SHOULD PLAY ON 
WEAKNESS OF SOVIET POSITION IN HOLDING MILLIONS OF PEOPLE IN 
SLAVERY. WEST SHOULD NOT RPT NOT ALLOW SELF TO MOVE TOWARD 
RECOGNITION OF STATUS QUO IN GDR, AT LEAST WITHOUT EXACTING 

STIFF 
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_3_, POLTO 2702, MARCH 18, 9 

STIFF PRICE. TURKEY AND SPAAK AGREED WITH GREECE BUT^BPAAK ^ 
THOUGHT SOME LESSER CONCESSION MIGHT BE ADVISABLE ON , '" , l" 
PRESENCE CZECHS AND POLES AT A CONFERENCE. IN SOME CAPACITf^! — ""- J 
WITHOUT EXACT QUID PRO QUO. 

(3) AGENDA: TURKEY THOUGHT SOVIET FORMULATION AS REPEATED 
IN WORKING GROUP REPORT' ("THE PROBLEMS OF A PEACE TREATY 
WITH GERMANY AND QUESTION OF WESTERN BERLIN"^ BROAD ENOUGH 
FOR WEST TO ACCEPT. FRENCH POINTED OUT QUOTATION IN REPORT 
NOT RPT NOT EXACT AND THOUGHT SOVIETS CLEARLY PROPOSED TO DISCUSS 
ONLY QUESTION OF PEACE TREATY AND "BERLIN. SPAAK BELIEVED 
QUESTION WAS BETWEEN CLEAR AGENDA OR EQUIVOCAL ONE. DENMARK 
THOUGHT BERLIN QUESTION LIKELY TO BE ISOLATED AND EXPERTS 
SHOULD CONSIDER WHAT WEST SHOULD DO IN THAT CASE. .CANADA 
THOUGHT SOVIETS WOULD BE WILLING DISCUSS BROAD AGENDA 
IF WEST AGREED TO SUMMIT. UNITED KINGDOM BELIEVED QUESTIONS 
OF SUMMIT AND AGENDA CLOSELY LINKED. THOUGHT SOVIETS FORMULATION 
OF AGENDA CAN BE INTERPRETED TO ALLOW BROAD DISCUSSION 

DESIRED BY WEST. 

! 
(H) SUMMIT CONFERENCE: SPAAK NOTED MANY POSSIBLE FORMULATIONS- 
E.G. UNCONDITIONAL AGREEMENT TO SUMMIT, SUMMIT MEETING AFTER 
FOREIGN MINISTERS MEETING WHICH HAD GOOD RESULTS, ETC. 
UNITED KINGDOM WARNED IT MUST BE SURE FORMULA IT AGREES 
ON DOES NOT RPT NOT PLACE IT IN SUCH A POSITION THAT IF 
FOREIGN MINISTERS CONFERENCE DOES NOT RPT. NOT SUCCEED, 
WEST WOULD BE ESTOPPED RPT ESTOPPED FROM GOING TO SUMMIT 
TO RESOLVE BERLIN CRISIS. GREECE SUGGESTED FORMULA ALONG 
LJNES NOTED IN SUMMARY ABOVE AND WAS SUPPORTED BY SPAAK, 
UNITED KINGDOM, NORWAY AND TURKEY. NORWAY MADE ADDITIONAL 
POINT THAT IF WEST GOES TO SUMMIT IT SHOULD NOT RPT NOT 
Dp SO GRUDGINGLY. 



PN RESPONSE TO CANADIAN QUEST I ON,- UN I TED STATES 
Nt>TED DIFFICULTY IN PREDICITNG EXACTLY WHAT FURTHER WORKING 
GROUP WOULD PRODUCE BUT PRESENT THOUGHT OF GROUP WAS THAT 
FINAL REPORT ON THIS PHASE ITS WORK WOULD COME TO NAC AFTER 
REFERRAL TO 1| GOVERNMENTS. 

BURGESS 
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